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M. E. CAMERON 

Tuberculosis : a Treatise by American Authors, on the Etiology, 
Pathology, Frequency, Semeiology, Diagnosis, Prognosis, Pre- 
vention, and Treatment. Edited by Arnold C. Klebs, M.D. 
D. Appleton and Company, New York, London. 

The subject of this work is treated here by eighteen contributors, 
each one a specialist and a man of national celebrity in the study of 
tuberculosis. Among them may be named Dr. Baldwin, of Saranac; 
Dr. Barlow, of Colorado; Dr. Biggs, of New York; Dr. Freeman, of 
Denver ; Dr. Minor, of Asheville. The different localities from which the 
writers get their observations make comparison interesting. Dr. Osier 
furnishes the book with an historical introduction ; and it has an appen- 
dix containing leaflets or short papers on different subjects germane to 
the main question and intended for circulation in schools, among fami- 
lies, and in the various directions calculated to attract the masses. They 
are mostly on the prevention of tuberculosis, suggestions for diet, also 
some suggestions for treatment. 

Bacteriology for Nurses. By Isabel Mclsaac, author of "Primary 
Nursing Technique," " Hygiene for Nurses," " Hygiene for the Use 
of Public Schools." Macmillan Company, New York. Price $1.25. 

Miss Mclsaac in her fourth text-book gives us the best of her series 
so far as they have appeared. To those who know her earlier books this 
says a good deal, but it is easily confirmed by perusal of the work. 
Beginning with a short introduction on the discovery of bacteriology 
coincident with the development of the microscope, and passing on to 
the structure, mode of development, and composition of bacteria, the 
book goes on to introduce methods of study; carrying us to the labora- 
tory where the nurse is taught the definition of cleanliness and where 
we get a glimpse of the processes of culture media, with all the elaborate 
apparatus for isolation, identification and staining. 

A schedule, for twelve laboratory exercises of two hours' duration 
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is appended to the preface for the use of teachers; this includes the 
washing, plugging, and sterilizing of glassware; the making of media, 
technic of inoculating media, preparation of plates, hanging -drop, and 
the use of the microscope, followed hy a series of exercises in microscopy 
involving many practical points such as examination of air and dust, 
dust cultures from the hands before and after sterilization, examination 
of milk, etc. 

The latter half of the book is concerned with the theoretic teaching 
of the relation of bacteria to disease, and includes (a) the principal 
conditions and diseases known to be due to specific micro-organisms, sueli 
as inflammation, suppuration, pneumonia, meningitis, the venereal dis- 
eases, tuberculosis, leprosy, typhoid, diphtheria, etc.: (b) the diseases 
caused by organisms which are yet unknown, such as smallpox, scarlet 
fever, measles, whooping-cough, mumps, and yellow fever. The last 
chapter deals with the bacteria found in air, soil, water, and food. 

Visiting Nursing in the United States. By Yssabella Waters, Henry 
Street (Nurses') Settlement, New York City. Charities Publication 
Committee, 105 East 22d St., New York. Price $1.50. 

This book contains a directory of the organizations employing trained 
visiting nurses, with chapters on the Principles, Organization and 
Methods of Administration of such work. It is issued for the purpose 
of showing what is being done in America by the district nurse, her work 
in the generally accepted definition of the term, and also in the newer 
lines which have developed in social work — welfare work, school nursing, 
preventive and educational work. 

This work, extending as it does throughout the length and breadth 
of the commonwealth, employs a staff of 1413 nurses, who are organized 
in 566 associations financed by corporations and private individuals. 

Miss Waters's work is of necessity largely concerned with directories 
and statistical tables, but under her manipulation even these take on 
a human interest. So many of these 566 nursing societies owe their 
organization to one individual, who either provides the money for a 
nurse's salary or by energetic effort forms a committee for the collecting 
and administrating of the funds to run the association, — others are 
incorporated, some being endowed. Miss Waters has been herself a 
resident of the Henry Street Settlement of New York City, an organi- 
zation which has no equal among the visiting nurses' associations, either 
in the system of its administration, the number of nurses employed, 
and the wide-spread field of its operations, or in social and civic work 



